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HEALTH AND SAFETY GUIDELINES

While Face Painting is a generally low risk activity, it is important to still make sure everything is done to to
minimise any potential risks and comply with New Zealand’s Health and Safety laws.

It is important to provide a safe and healthy environment, and identify and mitigate any risks.

Artists are responsible for following good hygiene practices. Proper handwashing before and after face
painting, as well as regularly cleaning hands and maintaining a clean work area during the event with a wet
cloth and hand sanitiser.

Clean and Sanitise any brushes and equipment after each use. Sponges for applying face paint to the face,
especially around the eyes and mouth area are to be used only once and then put aside to be thoroughly
cleaned and sanitised after the event.

Brushes are to be cleansed in soapy water between faces and rinsed with clean water before using again on
the face.

Waters must also be regularly replaced. Used waters are to be emptied into the used sponge bucket with a
sealed lid. Only a small amount of water is out at any one time and water buckets are placed on a cloth to
avoid any spills or liquids leaking onto the floor. The paint used is in a solid form (activated on the brush on
sponge) which removes the risk of paint spills.

Use only non-toxic, hypoallergenic face paints that are approved for use on the skin.
Paints and equipment must be well maintained and checked regularly that they are safe to use.

Avoid painting over open cuts and wounds, or anyone that appears visibly unwell.

Maintain a tidy work space, making sure there is nothing on the floor that could become a tripping hazard.
Set the line up so that children maintain a safe distance for the face painter while waiting in line. Keep items
on table set up un a way that is out of reach from small children.

Never leave equipment unsupervised.

Potential Hazards and Control Measures:

Hazard: Allergic Reactions to face Paint
Control * Use hypoallergenic, non - toxic face paints that are approved for use in the skin
Measure: * Have available a list of ingredients for customers to review before face painting

* Perform a patch test on a small area of skin before applying face paint of the
entire face for individuals with sensitive skin or known allergies

Hazard: Infection or Cross-contamination
Control * Follow proper handwashing procedures before and after each face painting
Measure: session

* Thoroughly clean and sanitise brushes, sponges and other equipment after each
use
* Avoid painting on individuals with open wounds, rashes or other skin conditions

Hazard: Eye injuries from brushes or other equipment



Potential Hazards and Control Measures:

Control e Ensure face painters are trained on proper techniques to avoid accidental contact
Measure: with eyes (eg. Steadying your hand using your finger to control your brush)

* Use appropriate brushes and applicators designed for face painting

® Instruct customer to close their eyes when working around the eye area

* Avoid painting (particularly with brushes) close to the eyes on younger children
* If applying glitter use only cosmetic grade fine glitters and apply away from the

eyes.
Hazard: Slips, trips and falls
Control ® Maintain a clean and clutter-free work area
Measure: * Help children and adults when climbing on and off the chair, keeping the chair

stable and aiding where necessary.

* Keep a hand on small children in the chair at all times, or make sure parents are
supporting the child. Alternatively have small children sit on an adults lap.

¢ Position the chair on a stable, flat surface.

e Limit the amount of water in open containers and place on a towel to avoid spills.
Have a spare cloth for cleaning up any spills near your work area that could
create a slipping hazard.

Emergency Procedures

Allergic Reactions:

A. If a customer experiences an allergic reaction, stop the face painting process immediately

B. Remove any face paint from the affected area using a clean cloth and water.

C. Ask the customer about any known allergies and check the face paint ingredients to identify
the possible cause

D. If the reaction is mild, such as redness or itching, advise the customer to seek over the
counter remedies.

E. In the case of severe reactions, such as difficulty breathing, swelling, or hives, call emergency
services immediately and provide first aid as necessary

Injuries:

A. If a customer or face painter sustains an injury during face painting activities, stop the activity
immediately

B. Assess the severity of the injury and supply first aid as needed. All face painters should be
trained in basic first aid procedures.

C. Ifthe injury is severe or requires further medical attention, seek medical attention (often on

site at larger events) or call emergency services
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